
Count Me In 
I endorse the missio n of the Emancipation Projec t a nd 
would like to help advance this cause in the fo llowing 
ways: (check nppropriate boxes and fi ll Quit-he form) 

I I I want to join the Emancipation Project by 
making a tax-deducUble donation for: 

I $500 - Platinum Membership 

1 $250 - Gold Membership 

1 $100 - Silve r Membership 

1 $ 50 - Regular Me mbership 

1 __ - O ther 

Check enclosed (payable 10 5peciTum Institule) 

Please charge 10 my credit card as foll ows: 

Card No. ______________ _ 

Expiration Date _______ _____ _ 

Signature _________________ _ 

Na me __________________ _ 

Address ________________ __ 

City ________________ _ 

5 ta le __ _ Zip Code _________ _ 

Phone _______________ _ 

e-mail ________________ _ 

I Put me on the e-mail li st for news upda tes and 
acUon alert s. 

I I would like to volunteer my services. (Please 
include a letter describing areas of expcrtist:: o r ty pes 
of help YOli can provide.) 

Please clip IIlis pallel nlld return it to: 

Emancipation Project of Spectrum Institute 
Post Office Box 11030, Glendale, CA 91226 

323·2"10-9025 / fax 323·210-1 504 
c l11ancipa tio nproject@carthlink.nel· 

Nor<l J. n<ll<lderi<ln, Ph. D. 

Pres ide nt 

Dr. Nor<1 J. Ba lade ria n, Preside nt o f the 
Ema ncipa tio n Project, is a Licensed 
C linicil l Psychulog ist, Marri<lge a nd 
Fa mily Therapist, a nd Certifi ed Forensic 
Exa miner. 

Since 1972 she has wurked in the Cl reas o f <1b use uf 
childnm imd adults w ith disabilities. She frequently 
preSt'n ls worksho ps a t nCl ti o nal confe rences o n abuse a nd 
vio lence. She conducts tra inings for law e nforccment 
agencies, them pists, <l nd child welfa rc workers o n abuse 
detection and in terven tio n. 

Dr. Baladerian is the au thor or more tha n 50 ;nticles 
rela ted to the abuse <1 nd neglect o f people \Nilh 
disa bilities. She has served as a l11 elllbl' r o f the 
Californ ia Children's Justice Act Task Force and is 
currently an Ad visory Board member of the Ame rican 
Bar Associatiun 's Counci l o n Victims. 

Thomas F. Colem<ln, J.D. 

Executive Director 

Tho m .. s F. Colelllan , Executi ve Di rec to r 
of the Ellla ncipa tio n Projec t, is a n 
a ttorney wi th 32 yea rs o f experience in 
hUlllan righ ts advocacy. 

He h ilS successfully liti ).,;a ted cases ill the U.s. Supreme 
Cuurt a nd in th l' Suprl' lllc Cou rt s of Cil lifo rni il, I\l aska, 
Georgia, a nd Michiga n . His advucacy has resulted in the 
passage and defl'at of bi ll s in Illany legisla ti ve bod ies. 

Colema n has convinced Gove rnors il nd Mayors tu issue 
execu ti ve o rde rs o n a va riety of human rig hts issues. I-I e 
hCls se rved o n government study cOlllllliss io ns a nd has 
written public policy reports fur elected o ffici<1 ls. 

Cole lllan works closl'iy with the med ia tu accom plish his 
Objec ti ves. He has been quoted by duzens o f 
newspapers and has appeared o n scores of radio t<l lk 

shows Cl nd nat ional tt.'i evisiun progra ms. 

The Emancipiltio n Projec t is a functi un o f Spectrulll 

Institute, a 50 1C'3 t<lx-exempt no nprofit corpo ra tion. 

www.emancipationproject.org 

Our mission is to: 
- Ad vocate for the hu man rights o f 
mino rs w ho a rc abducted and fo rced 
into men tal a n el emo tio nal 
reprogram ming a t priva te reside ntial 
facili ties; 

- Encour<lge pll re nts, judges, fi nd ch ild 
welfare professionals to use safe a nd effcct-ive <l ltc rna ti ves 
fo r the educa tio n imel trea tment of teenagers w ho hClve 
difficult"ics CI t ho me or school; 

- Promote governllw nt rcgula tio n and foster cOllllllunity 
<lwa rencss to preven t <md prosecu te child abuse by 
prival<: reside nti ,d faci lities; and 

- Help curre nt rl'sidcnts to enfo rce their rig hts ,mel 
c nable su rvivors to ma ke abd uc to rs and <l busers 
accou ntable fur the harms they have caused. 

Our methods include: 
Professional Confere nces 
We make presentations a t natio na l and regio na l 
con fe rences of lawyers, psycho logists, child welfa re 
workers, and o thc l' profession.l ls to enli st su pport for ou r 
cause. 

Educational Outreach 
We work w ith thl' med ia and communica te with ell-ctcd 
officials to crea te a n environment conducive to publiC 
po licy refo rm . 

Litigation Support 
We provide stra tegic and technica l ad vice to lawyers 
representing vic tims o f abuse or fraud by priva te 
residential faci lit ies. 

Administrative Intervention 
We ass ist rt.'iatives and o ther rescuers o f abducted or 
confined mino rs to p rep .. re the docume nts nel'ded fo r 
inte rventio n by child protectiun Cl nd law en forcement 
agencies. 

Legislative Analysis 
We mo nitor a nd Cl nalyze pending legislat ion w hich may 
affec t the rights o f mino rs confined in p ri va te residential 
facilities. 

Investigative Reporting 
We in ves tiga te instances o f abuse o r neglec t and issue 
repor ts documenting pa tte rns of child ma lt reat me nt a t 
specific facili ties. 
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Abuse & Neglect of Minors by Unregulated Businesses 

Each year thousands of 
k ens and pre- teens arc 
forcibly re muved (rom 
thei r homes by 
d istraught pa ren ts and 
banished to months o r 
yea rs of confi nemcnt in 
unlicensed residential 
faci litics in remote ru ril l 
areaS of the Unilccl 
Sta les. SO Hle arc sent to 
faci lities in fo reig n 
naUons. 

AbDUl 400 businesses 

confi ne nea rly 14,000 
troubled teenagers and gene ra te $ 1 b ill ion in annll al 
revenues. 

Many minors a rc abduc ted by unlicensed 
"transportation services" and are taken thousa nds o f 
miles away 10 be men ially rcprog ra lll l11 t..' cI at so-called 
"boa rd ing schools" or d istorted "bchclvio r mod ifica tion" 
p rograms o r "boot ca m ps" w hich cha rge pa rents 
$50,000 or morc per yea r. 

Too many of these businesses lure the paren ts with 
fa lse ad vertising ,md fraud ulen t claims. Usuci ll y th l' 
parents a re required to sign a contrtlct pu rpo rtin g tu 
turn over to tal pa re nta l authurity to the reside nti al 

facil ity. 

Some minurs have been victims of ongoing abuse a nd 
neglect in the fa mily home. Some parents 
intentional ly send these victims to a remote fdci lity as a 
way to minimize the ri sk o f u(ficiC'l I intervention. 
Prosecu tion of the pa rent is u nlikely if the victi m is 
unava ilable to be inte rviewed by ,lu thorities. 

O nce ad mitted tu such a facility, lhe child is stripped 
of bas ic freedoms. P,u ents arc fo rbidden to vis it o r 
cOllun unica te wi th the child fo r several months. 
Conce rned relatives a rc no l a llowed to sec u r spea k 
with the child and of len ca nno t even de termine the 
chi ld 's w hereabouts. When le l'l er5 a rc fin ally ,lllowcd , 
pa rents are wa rned no l to be lieve dllega lions of abuse 
since, they arc tuld, such compla ints arc lll e rL'i y th l' 
ch ild 's attempt to ma nipulate the sys tem. 

Educat io nal needs a re compromised , since many fa cilities 
lack credent-ialed teachers a nd have no c1C1ssruU l11 lec tures 
o r student d iscussions. 

Although many of these child ren have serious mental 
health problcms, therapy is no t provided unless the 
pa rents pay ex tr." w hich mos l' do no t. A ri sk to physical 
hedlth is aggrava ted by the fact Ihelt in ma ny fdcilities, 
cont ro lled prescrip tion drugs are d ispe nsed by 
un licensed personnel. 

Despite repea led com plaint s by juveniles of abuse, .1Ild 
comp laints by pa rent s of fraud, Ih <..' re is virtua ll y nu 
regula tion of this industr y by fede ra l, s ta te, o r loca l 
gove rn ments. Since most faci lities are no t Iicc ilsed , 
o fficia l inte rvent ion is rarc . 

Many progra ms prohibit the 
childre n from spca king w ith 
each o ther, doling ou t ha rsh 
pu nishments if the silence is 
broken . Social isola ti un fo r 
Illonths o r yea rs takes a toll 
on the child 's psycho logica l 
we ll being. Child ren a rc 
often pun ished fu r looking 
oul Ihe w indow, on Ihe 
theory tha t such behaviur 
indicdtes a des ire tu rUIl 
away. 

Examples of Abuse & Neglect 
13y no t requiring these facilities to be li censed a nd subjec t 
to u nannounced inspections, sla tes are allowing 
phys ica lly abus ive prac tices and psycho logica lly harmfu l 
clClivities. The da nger to children is aggrava ted by the 
remote loca t-ions in w hich Illcll1Y filc ilities ope ril te. 

Th e failurc of o ffi cia ls to inte rvene may 
be « \Used in par t by cunfli cls of inte res t. 
When a facility v irtua lly "owns" the 
town in w hich it is luca ted o r "buys" 
po li tical p ro tection through la rge 
dun.ltio ns, those beho lden to the fd cilily 
may ignore wa rni ng signs or compla ints 
from outsiders. 

These il re sume uf Ol e abu sive a nd ncglecllul prac tices 
w hich helVe been ductll llented by a ffidav its, lawsuits, <l nd 
Ill'WSpa pcr report s. 

Private Abductions 
Minors M e abd ucted, o ft en as they sleep, and forcibly 
trc\J1 spor ted to re programllli ng fa cilities w hich Inay be 
hu ndred s or even thousands o f miles fro m home. Such 
clbd uctio ns a re trau matic and ca n emotionally sca r these 
children fo r yea rs. In te rstate transportation of furn itu re 
is regula ted but no t the transport of child ren. 

Forced Confinement 
Minors may not be con fin ed in a state ope ra ted faci lity 
w it hout d ue p rocess of law. A pe tit ion mus t be fi led in 
court , reasons for confinement Illus t be proven, a nd the 
minor mlls t be provided an atto rney. Why should 
confinement in a p ri vate faci lity, at the instiga tion of a 
pa re nt, be imm une from legal challe nge? Concerned 
relatives should have sta nd ing to de termine the 
w ile reabouts a nd well-being o f a missing child. Mino rs 
whu are 14 yea rs o( age or o lde r should bc g iven an 
opportunity to objec t 10 a priva te p lacemen t and to 
cha llenge the cruel or unsafe cond itions of their 
confineme nt . 

Social Isolation 
Ma ny o f these private residen tial p rog ra ms forbid the 
minors from ta lking to one a no the r. Mont hs of enforced 
silence is crucl. Preven ti ng mino rs from commu nica ting 
w ith concerned rela ti ves should also be illega l. 

lack of Treatment 
Minors are uften de nied medica l treatme nt llllti l serious 
ha rm has occurred. Licensed therapy for known 
psychOlogica l condi tions is gene rally absen t. Presc ri p tion 
drugs are often dispensed by un licensed staff. Learning 
fInd p hys ical d isabilities arc no t accom moda ted ,IS 
rl'qu ired by the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

Unsafe Conditions 
Dangerous res tra ining p fCl clices a rc used by unt ra ined 
staif. Contaminated food and wate r is no t u ncommon. 
Blocked doors, scaled w indows, a nd no smoke detecto rs 
me li re hazilfds and enda nger children. 

Educational Deprivation 
Teachers arc lI sually no t crede ntialed. C1llss roolll lectu res 
Me rare. Stude nt classroom inte rac tion is fo rbidde n. 
I\cilde ill ic s tilnda rds arc sacrificed to profit Illa ti ves. 

What You Can Do 
Become a Member 
Make a tax-deduchblc dona tion and become a membe r 
of the Emancipation Projec t. \<\'e need fina ncia l 
s treng th in o rder to successfully challe nge the abusive 
p rac ti ces of an industry w ith $1 billion in a nnual 
revenu es. 

Share Your Experiences 
Send us e-mail s, le tters, and sworn affidavits. Include 
your name and contac t informa tion and tell LIS your 
experiences as a: 

- juvenile who was abu sed a t a facility 

- parent w ho was a victim of fraud 

- sta ffer w ho wa nts to blow the whistl e 

- rescue r w ho tried to save a child 

Stay Informed 
Visit our website pe riodica ll y a nd kcep lip to date on 
progress a nd se tbilcks as we monitor, expose, a nd 
cha llenge the abusive practices of businesses wh ich 
exploit pa rents and mistreat child ren ent rusted to their 
care. 

Whether you a rc an advoca te, judge, p roba tion officer, 
social wurker, therap ist, child pro tecti on wo rker, o r 
elec ted o fficiil l. you shuul d s tay ab reas t o f cu rren t 
events in th is pulitica l and lega l ba ttle fu r hu man 
rights. 

Volunteer Your Services 
O ffer your services to this ca use by: 

- w riting lei ters to elected officia ls 

- w rit·ing \e tters to newspa per ed ito rs 

- call ing rad io talk shows 10 stir th ings up 

- dist ri bu ting our brochures 

- d ona ting professional se rvices 

- joi ning us a t p rofessional confe rences 


