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TliOML\& F COLE~'I~ 
ATTORNEY AND PERSONAL RIGHTS CONSULTANT 

CENTER FOR PRIVACY RIGHTS EDUCATION AND ADVOCACY 
POST OFFICE BOX 63B3 • GLENDALE. CA 91205 • (213) 956-0468 

Senator Newton Russell 
401 N. Brand 
Suite 424 
Glendale, CA 91205 

Dear Sena tor: 

--- --- ---------.. 

August 7, 1984 

Re: Ha l'ass ment of Gays 
in Glendale 

I a m pass ing along a communication from two of your constituen ts to you 

regarding a growing pattern of verbal harassment and humilia tion which they a re 

unjustly experiencing as the walk the streets of Glendale (in bl'oad daylight). 

I have several interests in their predicament. First, I am their landlol'd. 

Indeed, I encouraged them to move to Glendale because it was a . pleasant and 

safe communi ty. Second, I too am a gay person and have in the past been 

subjected to verbal harassment of this kind in Glendale. However, s ince I usua lly 

opt ~o use my car (even for short tr ips) I no longer suffer from such abuse. Does 

one have to hide from would-be attackers by dr iving a car rather than walking 

short distances? 

Third, I recently was appointed to serve as a member of the Attorney 

General's Commission on Racial, Ethnic, Religious, and Minor ity Violence. 

Violence aga inst individuals because of their membership in an "unpopular group" 

must stop. We must send a cl ear signal to would-be a ttackers that they will be 

dealt with severly if they engage in such violence or threats of violence. The 

passage of Assembly Bill 848 is a step in that direction. I urge you to vote yes 

when it comes up for a final vote in the Senate later th is month. I don't want 

my tenants to wind up like some of the other vict im s of t hose who hate gay 

people (see LA Times art icle attached). I look forward to your response. 

THOMAS F. COLEMAN 

cc: John Van De Kamp 

HOLLYWOOD BRANCH OFFICE • l BOO NORTH HIGHLAND AVENUE • SUITE 106 • LOS ANGELES. CA 90028 
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