
--j 
Distributeu to the gay pr ess in )975 

SODOMY REFORM - -- What next? 

On J an ua r y 1 , 1976 a l l pr i vate sexual acts between consenting 
ad u l t s wi ll b e dec rimina l ized . The argume n t t hat homosexuals 
a r e cr i minals can no l o nger be used by our opponents. However , 
t h is chan ge i n lega l statu s i s no t a cure all and is o nly the 
beginning for full c ivi l r ights for gays. Other areas of dis 
crimination i nclude : employment , public accomodations , housing , 
credit , insu r a nce, child custody , marriage , education, immi
g r at i on , etc. One reason that c ertain changes in criminal laws 
are occurring on January 1st is that there was a united effort 
to bring about this res ul t . Another reason was that there was 
a change i n the Executiv e Branch of government in Cal i fornia, 
i . e . Gover nor Br own r eplaced Governor Reagan. Reagan surely would 
have vetoed A. B. 489. The l egis l ators were aware that Brown was 
likely . to sign it. 

I propose that the next major move for reform in California 
should be an Executive order issued from Governor Brown which 
would · prohibi t all discrimination on the basis of affectional 
or sexual orientation or preference throughout the state govern
ment . This could bring about drastic changes . Such an o rder 
was issued by Governor Shapp in Pennsylvania earlier this year . 
The changes wi thin tha t state government are o ven"helming. 

Attached is a packet of information from the Governor ' s Task 
Force on Gay Rights in Pennsylvania . This shows the extent to 
Wllicll the various state agencies are involved in implementiing 
the Governor ' s order . I attended a meet i ng of this Task Force 
on October 17 th and can pe r sonally attest that the tone of the 
meeting was t hat of coope r at i on . Sometime in November the Task 
Force \vi l l become an official Commis s ion , made up of representa
tives from state agencies as well as gay representatives from 
various parts of the state. The Commission \vill also shOlo a 
proper balance of men and women. 

I strongly urge that this idea be discussed by members of t he 
gay community for possibl e implementation in California . If 
we unite behi nd th i s ty pe of a campaign , we can probably convi nce 
our Governor to do something similar in California. Oftentimes 
changes i n attitudes are more important than changes in laws. I f 
anyth ing was apparent from my visit in Pennsylvania it was the 
fact that attitudes of state representative had changed. In 
turn , it ",i l l be easier to make appropriate changes in other l aws 
if there is less opposition from state officials_ 

If anyone is interested in forming a Statewide Committee on 
Executive Impleme ntation of Gay Rights please feel free to 
contact me at 3701 Wilshire Blvd., 7t h Fl oor , Los Angeles, CA, 
90010 . Phone: (213) 386- 7855 

Thomas F. Coleman 

, 
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Agenda Meeting on Homosexual Rights, October 17, 1975 

1. Legislation 

2. Permanent Structure 

a) Nominations for all three members 

b) Screening Committee 

c) PHRC letter 

3. Report from'state agencies and private groups 
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Heeting on Homosexual Rights - September 11, 1975 

Present: Barry S. Kahn, Department of Justice - (215) 238-7351 
Terry De11muth, Governor's Office - (717) 787-447.2 
Bob Rains, Department of Justice - (717) 787-5022 
Earl Greenburb , Department of Justice --(717) 787-4424 
Louise G. Oncley,·· Human Relations Commission - (717) 783-8265 
Jeanne Boydston, Department of Education - (717) 787-1130 
Harry Smith, Bureau of Correction - (717) 787-7492 
Francis R. Filipi, Bureau of Correction - (717) 787-1147 
Walter Lear, Pa. Department of Health - (215) 631-2435 
Karen Snider, Office of Mental Health - (717) 787-3771 
Jay Snyder, Department of Public \-1e1fare - (717) 787-1870 
Paul Donohue, Department of Insurance - (717) 787-9069 
Jean Becker, Affirmative Action Council - (717) 783-1143 
Salvador L. Rodriguez, Pa. State Police - (717) 787-2541 
Jerry Brennan, Harrisburg - (717) 232-2027 or 787-9410 
Randal G. Forrester, Persad Center, Inc. - (412) 681-5330 
David Narch, Pittsburgh Gay Political Caucus -E (412) 661-8570 
Jerry '''eller, Homophi1es of Penn State - (814)' 234-1468 
Janice Irvine, Homophi1es of Penn State - (814) 238-4644 
Tony Silvestre, Homophiles of Penn State - (814) 237-0211 
Samuel Deetz, Sunbury, Pa. - (717) 472-9923 
Mark Segal, Gay Activist Alliance - (215) 248-2228 or 242-2657 
Harry Langhorne, Gay Activist Alliance - (215) 349-8977 
Frances Hanckc1, G'ay Activist - (215) 829-8883 or 349-7632 
Chuck t1cKee, Gay Switchboard - (11]) 234-9588 
Dennis Rubini, Temple University - (215) 787-7000 or KIS-2646 
Barbara Gittings, Task Force on Gay Li.beration - (215) EV2-3222 
Janet Cooper, Philadelphia - (215) VI9-1346 
Bari \.]eaver, Lancaster - (717) 898-2876 . 
Arthur Warner, National Committee For Sexual Civil Liberties -

(609) 924-1950 .J..~-

~cports from state agencies and private groups 

- a. State Police 

Entrapment - Captain Rodriguez advised us that the reports 
from troop Hand S of complaints and cases involving entrapment have be,en 
sent to Andy Smyser. Barry stated that he would call a meeting with Andy 
and Bob Rains to review the complaints and that>then Jerry Brennan would 
be contacted with-regard to future action in this matter. Jerry Brennan 
stated that he had another pe~son who wanted to come forward and make a 
statement and would contact Andy with regard to arranging a time. 

Emplovment - Bob Rains is preparing a memorandum of law 
with regard to employment of homosexuals oy the State Police. He will 
attempt to have this m~~'~randum completed by the next meeting. Mark Segal 
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also handed out a memorandum which indicated responses from 30 cities with 
regard to discrimination against homosexuals by the police. As of September 
:J.Oth six cities had responded that they do not discriminate against homosex
uals. Mark stated that he hoped this survey would be completed by the next 
llleeting. 

. Captain Rodriguez stated that the State Police were not willing 
to meet with various members from the gay community to discuss the 
problem of employment. 

Terry Dellmuth stated that he would look into the question that 
was raised by Mark Segal at a previous meeting at which Representative Wilt 
told him that he had received encouragement from Colonel Barger to introduce 
anti-gay bills. 

Pottsville - Someone asked that Captain Rodriguez investigate 
a complaint from gay people in Pottsville that the State Police are asking 
for the names of all gay people in Pottsville. Captain Rodriguez stated 
that he \V'Quld look into the matter and report back. 

b. Health 

V.D. Program - Jerry Brennan reported that the state V.D. pro
gram is very vast and very difficult to grasp a hold of as far as its affect 
on gay people. He believes no~o1 that the program needs a full-time gay con
~;ultant. Jerry has attended a staff conference in Pittsbu"!:"gh in ~vhich he 
found the staff very receptive. However, at the present time the head of 
the V.D. program had left and they are looking for a new person. This has 
caused a problem with regard to his recommendation for & full-time consul-

Jerry stated that he had not received any volunteers from Phila
aelphia. Randy and Francis agreed to get volunteers from Pittsburgh and 
l"'hiladelphia to work with Jerry in this area. 

Janet stated at this point that she understood that there \-l3.S 

~ state health trust fund which could possibly be used for such a pro
~ram. Earl Greenburg then stated that he was managing that trust fund and 
that the state was trying to disperse all of the funds in that trust fund by 
January 1976. The fund is called the Attorney Generalis Public Health Trust. 
Any person interested in this program should contact Earl Greenburg in the 
Pennsylvania Department of Justice. 

Health Regulations - Walter reported that the regulations are 
now in a form to .be reviewed and he \-1ill report about thenl again at the next 
Fiect ing. 

- 2 -
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In Service Training - \.[alter reported that the contract has 
still not been signed but it is in the process of being signed. 

c. Insurance 

Paul Donohue stated that the Insurance Department is still 
Jooking for hard cases of discrimination against anybody including dis
crimination against gay people. He asked that cases be referred to him 
at 787-9069. 

d. Education 

Jeanne Boydston reported that the Department of Education was 
continuing its meetings of the Task Force. At this point concentration has 
been on the process of consciousness raising and the work has been divided 
into external policies and internal policies. Janet and Tony have been meet
ing with the department and are satisfied that things are progressing in this 
department. 

Jerry Brennan asked whether the Task Force was going to get 
into the problem of hiring gay teachers and the issue of union contracts • 
.Jeanne stntcd that they intended to get into these areas eventually but were 
not ready to deal with this problem at this moment. 

f. Pennsylvania Human Relations Commission 

Louise Oncley reported the number of complaints at their regional 
offices on discrimination of gays as follows: Pittsburgh, no complaints -
one request for information; Philadelphia, threepcomplaints and two complaints 
in Harrisburg. 

Janet Cooper stated that she \-Tas very upset with her experience 
involving the Human Relations Connnission in Philadelphia in which she was 
wade to wait three hours after an appointment had been made by telephone for 
<l scheduled time. David March from Pittsburgh also stated that he had filed 
;? complaint ~·1ith the Pittsburgh office ~·]hich appa.rently did not sho~y up on 
the statistics. Bari \.reaver from Lancaster also stated that he had tried to 
f:Lle a complaint in Harrisburg by telephone but was not allowed to. After 
hearing about these complaints, Louise said that she ~lould check into each 
(Inc of them to determine why the process was not working correctly. 

Louise also reported that the Human Relations Cormnission on 
July 28, 1975 had voted. to affirm that it had no jurisdiction to take com
plaints in the area of scxUc~1 preference. This raised a number of questions 
hecause at the last meeting Dolly Shuster had suggested that it would be 
IJctter for the Commission to take a neutral positLon and this position was 
~pproved by a group. However, it appears that the Commission has decided to 
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t nk0 th0. posi ti..on thnt it does not have juri Bdiction. Louise said that 
~;he \·;rould ask Dolly to look into the complaint procedures of the Human 
Relations Conullission since this vote had been decided upon and that she 
\.;ould report back at the next meeting. 

g. Affirmative Action Council 

Jean Becker stated that the Affirmative Action Council will 
take cases of state ernployees where there is an alleged discrimination on 
the basis of sexual orientation. She stated that she has taken these com·· 
plaints 'before and that this will continue to be their procedure. She will 
look into each case 'tvhere the dismissal or problem has come about beca.use of 
non-job-related information. 

h. Bureau of Correction 

Francis Filipi stated that a meeting had been held on Monday 
'·lith the subcommittee composed of Debbie Boyle, Janet Cooper, 'Hark Segal 
;lnd Arthur \varner. He reported that with regard to gay literature there 
were numerous gay publications that were being allowed into the libraries 
nnd listed a number of them. He also stated that a bibliography on gay 
literature is being put together by Mark Segal and will be put in the library 
The ~)ubcommittcc apparently covered other areas and were very happy with the 
T(!SpOnse that they received from Mr. Filipi and Harry Smith from the Bureau. 
They intend to meet again and believe they are moving ahead with the question: 
that were raised at previous meetings. With regard to training of gtwrds, 
l~andy Forrester stnted that a proposal would be forwarded to the training 
person at the Bureau. , 

Terry DelltUuth raised a question about a proposal for a group 
home for gay, juveniles. There were numerous questions with regard to the 
purpose of this home and it was decided that Debbie Boyle should convene 
her committee along \vith the Representative from D.P.H. to look into these 
questions before our next meeting. It was also announced that Glenn Gilman 
was on the committee as a representative from the Justice Department. 

i. Justice 

Bob Rains handed out a memorandum that he had put together 
.:,,1 victimless crimes. It was decided that the legis lative committee would 
l:;eet \vith Bob before the next meeting to dctcnnine what type of victimless 
crime package s}lould be put together for the administration's consideration. 

j. Department of Ptililic Welfare 

Jay Snyder stated that his Task Force in the Department of 
l-le.lfare had still not met, even though several dates had been set, each 
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one had been postponed. The next date for the meeting is scheduled for 
September 17th. There were questions as to Hhether gay members would be 
appointed by that meeting and Jay stated that they would not. It was 
stated that Jerry Brennan could come to the meeting even though he was not 
at this point a representative from the gay community. Some members ·0£.:1.' 
the ceeting expressed frustration and anger at D. P. \.J'. 's foot .. dragging·,'\~ith 
regard to the Task Force and other matters that had been raised on numerous 
. !ccasj ons. 

Jay stated that with regard to aversion therapy and Dr. Volpe 
that the conference which is being held on aversion therapy is not being 
held at EPPI but at the Sheraton. 

Karen Snider handed out Bulletin #1173 ~vhich 't"ere Standard for 
Behavior Therapy Programs in state mental hospitals and state schools and 
hospitals. She stated that this bulletin \Vas issued on November 2, 1973 
;tnd is in the process of revie1t". Randy Forrester stated that he would re
v'iCH the guidelines and make corrnnents to the department. 

Karen also announced that hearings Hou1d be held on the regula
tions of D.P.W. with regard to Rights of Patients in residence in mental 
health and mental retardation facilities operated by the Department of 
Public Welfare. These hearings \.,1i11· be held at the following times: South
C!ast Region - September 29th at EPPI, 10:30 to 5:00; Noreheast Region -
October 2nd at AllentoHn State Hospital, 10:30 to 5:00; Central Region -
October 6th at Danville State Hospital, 10:30 to 5:00; Western Region -
October 8t:h at the Hestern Psychiatric Institute and Cline, Room 230-C, 
1.0:30 to 5:00. 

k. Liquor Control Board 

Earl Greenburg reported that everyone of the proposals that 
has been put forth by the subcommittee vlorking vd.th the Liquor Control Boa~'d 
has been accepted except one and will be put in the formal regulations. He 
11anded out a memorandum outlining the areas that have been covered with the 
"f • .1.- Q"u·u--.1. r'U---l't--J... ..... 1 Uu""a. ... -.Ld F"vY~""""\."one on the c~:-rh~ittee agreed that the Liq'Ll0r Con-
• oJ '-'... v .- • ~ ..... - J • - • '-' 

tol Board had been very interested and cooperative in changing their procedur 
l':~rl askeu. that any problems \'lith bar~ should be referred to him at this time 

Earl also suggested that the·:subcoromittee try to get their LI: 

reports in writing and sent out in advance which would help speed up our 
\.tl'c!t ingr.. 

1. Union Contract 

Terry introduced Wayne Dowling from the office of Administration 
Bureau of Labor Relations. Mr. Dowling was at the meeting to talk about the 

- 5 -



° 
4 ••• - G - . ~.,., 

'-. 

uni.on contract prOVl!J:lOn!l in the P.S.S.U. cOlltr3ct in which the union 
demanded the insertion of an anti-discrimination clause for sexual prefer
ence o • Wayne stated that at the bargaining sessions it was decided not to 
put this clause in because it was already covered by the Executive Order. 
lloHcver, since Terry has raised the issue with the Office of Administration 
Hayne has been contacting each department to see Hhether there is any probl~n 
in putting that clause in at this time. The only persons that have a problen 
are the Bureau of Corrections and D.P.W. has not responded. Wayne stated 
that by the next meeting he "tvould report as to tvhethcr the clause H.1S going 
to be put in. If the Bureau of Correction does still object to its beino 

. 0 

included, it could be put in over their objection but their objection would 
be at least listened to. Wayne agreed that he would report back to us at i 

the next meeting t-lith regard to this isstie. The ques tion ~'las asked \vhether 
this clause could be included in the other state-union contracts and how 
that should be done. Wayne stated that he would see that it was considered 
'DY the Bureau of Labor Relations and that they \vould consider asking each 
union to include this clause in the contract. Terry also suggested that 
our OHI1 Group may want to contact all the other state unions to discuss \vith 
them the inclusion of this anti-discrimination clause in union contracts o 

It was decided that the subcommittee on employment under the 
.lirection of Dolly Shuster would discuss this issue of union contracts and 
(.11so the issue of a personnel policy manual ~'lhich is being put together by 
the Office of 1\dminis tLoation. 

~.egis lation 

}fark Segal reported on the Amendment to the Human Relations 
Commission Act. He stated that democratic legislator Joseph Rhodes will 
be a spousor to the bill if the group is able to obtain a repUblican sponsor. 
nark also stated that the Black Caucus was considering supporting the bill 
nod he would report further on the bill at the next meeting. 

Pcnnanent Structure 

Terry reviewed his memo to the Governor with regard to the 
Corr.rnission on gay rights. The Governor raised three questions "t"ith regard 
tu the Coaunission: 1) He felt that the name should be changed possibly to 
:~ less controversial name; 2) He questioned \'lhethcr there J11 ... 1.Y be too 
F!any people; and 3) Terry asked that he not be the convener of the screening 
l.'.oa1l,1ittee. After some discussion it Has decided that the name should be 
s it:lilar to Con:mission for Sexual Ninorities, Corrnnission on Sexual Minorities 
or COr7rffiissiOll for the Rights of Sexual Ninorities. It Has decided that 
Terry take tllcse names back to the Governor for his approval of one of these 
11ames. Also it Has decided to drop the Commission on Homen, the Department 
of Insurance and r.H.R.C. Also it was decided that the Office of Administra
tion should be one of the members of the COHunission. This willlo\vcr the 
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state representatives to eight and will lower the total number of the 
COGnission member to 26. In addition, it 'vas agreed that Barry Kohn should 
he the convener of the screening committee. 

We further decided that nominations would formally be open 
for Corr.mission members beginning on September 15, 1975 for a six week 
period ,·;hich \yould end on October 27th. Notices should be placed in papers 
throughout the state asking for nominations and all nominations should be 
~cnt to Barry Kohn, Community Advocate Unit, 344 North Broad Street, Phila
delphia, Pa. 19102. 

A copy of the final approved permanent structure is being sent 
out with these minutes so that everyone has this document to sho\-1 to inter~s 
csted nominees. Special interest should be given to the nomination pro
cedures in the document. 

The meeting 'vas then adjourned. The next meeti.ng of the Task 
Force will be on Friday, October 17, 1975 at 1:00 in Room 238 of the Main 
Capitol Building. 

It was also announced that the state representatives that are 
(.l) the Task Force are invited to participate in a day long conference on 
Octuber 18th in Harrisburg Hhich is being held hy gay rcprcsentatives o 

Further i.nf0T.111ation about this conference \·]i11 be forthcoming. 

Enclosure 



- PEHi~SYLVANIA STATE GAY CONFERENCE -

*** Schedule of Activities *** 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17, 1975 

5:00 p.n. 
to 

7:00 P.i-1. 

7: 00 P. i1. 
to 

9: 30 P. r·1. 

1 0 : 00 P. r·t 
to 
?? 

Registration at the \Jilliam Penn r1useum Auditorium, Third and tlorth 
Streets. 
3uffet at t~eptune' s Lounge, 268 :~orth Street ($2.00). 

Opening of the Conference and General Session. rlembers of the 
Governor's Task Force will present infonnation on what the Task 
Force has been doing and some ideas on what needs to be done. 
Award to Governor Shapp and selected speakers. 

DISCO DAilCE at the Central Democratic Club, 213 Walnut Street. 
LJonation: $2.00, benefit Gay Conununity Services, Gay Switchboard 
and Gays United Lancaster. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18, 1975 

10:00 A.lt 
to 

10: 30 A. j·t 

Registration, Coffee and Doughnuts at the Friend's r·1eeting House, 
Sixth and Herr Streets. 

yORf~SltOPS - Friend's r'1eeting House, Sixth and Herr Streets 

1 0: 30 J\.;" 
to 

11:30 A.H. 

11 :45 A.:·1. 
to 

1 2 : 4 5 P. j.1. 

1. EDUCATIO~~: Conveners, Janet Cooper and Tony Silvestre. This 
Workshop will explore the sexist and homophobic policies of 
our educational system and make recommendations for changes 
to the Task Force and the Department of Education. (Room 3, 
Lm·/er Level). 

2. STATE POLICE: (Entrapment and Employment) Convener, Jerry 
Brennan. This \~orkshop vli11 deal \'Jith the issue of police 
entrapment and the employment of gay people in the Pennsylvania 
State Police. (Room 1, Upper Level). 

3. ~JELFARE: Conveners, Randy Forrester and Joan DeForest. This 
Workshop \·,i 11 exami ne the pol i ci es of the Depa rtment of Pub 1 i c 
Welfare as it pertains to gay people. (Room 2, Upper Level). 

1 . STATE E:1PLOYi·1EflT: Convener, Je rry Brennan. Thi s Workshop \1i 11 
examine the hiring and firing policies of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania and make recommendations for c~anges. Included 
in this Workshop will be representation from the Bureau of 
Personnel, Bureau of Labor Relations, and AFSCi1E, PSSU Unions. 
(Room 1, Upper Level). 

2. JUSTICE, LCB, BAr~KING & INSURAr~CE: Convener, E. Greenberg. 
This Workshop will explore the policies of the Department of 
Justice, Liquor Control Board, Department of Banking and the 
Insurance Department, as it pertains to gay people. (Room 2, 
Upper Leve 1 ). 
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- PcrHlSYLVAillA STATE GAY COilFERENCE -

Schedule of Activitie s 

SATURDAY , OCTOB ER 18 , 1975 - \·/ORKSI!O PS (Con t i nu~d t 

11 :45 {UI. 
t o 

12 : 4 ~ P. i·!. 

1: 00 P .1·1. 
to 

? : 30 P . 11. 

2: 45 P.il. 
to 

3: 45 P. il. 

4 : 30 P. i·1. 
to 

6:00 1' . 1-1 . 

3. II EALTII : Convenel' , Dr . Ha l ter Lear . This ~!orkshop i s i ntended 
to deal wi th the Venerea l Disease Program of tile Department of 
Ileal th, hosp i t a l regulations and in- servic!" training pl'ograrns . 
Recollullcndation s l'lill be made for' changes. (Room 3, LOI.er Leve l). 

LUI ICH - Sou p and Sandl·lich. (Room 3 , LOI'ler Level) 

CAUCUS - Rural Caucus at 1: 45 P.I·I. in Room 1. Upper Leve l. 

1. LEG ISLATl ON : Conveners , Ha r ry Langhorne and i ·lar~ Sega l . 
Th is \·lol·ks hop Jol i ll exami ne the state of present l egislat i on , 
discuss proposed l eg i s l at i on alld plan l obbying act i ons . 
(Room 1, Uppe r Leve l) . 

2. RE Ll GlOll: Conveners, J anet Coope r and Tony Sil vestre . The 
i ntent of th i s Ilorks hop is t o examin e \'Iays i n \·:hich r e l ig i ous 
or gan i zations can be i nf l uentia l in effecting ci vil righ t s 
l egis l at i on . (Room 2 , Upper Level). 

3 . COR RECTlOiIS : Convene r , Debbi e Boyl e . Thi s I-/orkshop Joli 11 l ook 
at Penn syl va nia Pr i son Sys tem and di s cus s ways to dea l \'lith i t 
as it pertains to gay pe opl e . (Room 3, Lowe r Leve l ) . 

Cl.OSI:JG SES5iO;j AT THE HILI.IAH r [;W '·1[I.',0I<JI\I ,HJSElJ!'l 
iit T lle'cro's-ingscs-sTon e<lch co nvener l'li l ' be asked 't o report 
on theil' :·!orkshop l'lith specific recommendatio ns to the Task 
Fo r ce fOl' futul'e act i on . Genel'a 1 comments vii 11 be made and 
pl ans for a future conference. 

* * * * 

llue to spa ce l imi tat i ons, it i s necess al'y to limit each Horksh, '" t o 50 pe r sons each . 
Cons eq uently , i t wi ll be necess ary to pre-register for the \'!ol'i:shop you choose . 
Please do not switch Horkshops after you have r egis tered. 

You r r eg i st r a t io n fee covers the cost of the Con fere nce and the noonday lun cheon 
on ly . The Buffet Suppe r ($2.00 ) and t he Disco Dance ($2 . 00 ) are extra . 

For fu rt her i nforma ti on, contact Gay Community Services , P. O. Box 297, Harris burg , 
Penn syl va ni a 17108 , or call t he Gay SV/i tchboa r d at 717- 234 -0328 . 

\ 


