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Commonwealth of Pennsy lvoni a 
GO VERNOR'S OFF ICE 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 

Expansion of the Commitment Towa rd Equal Rights 
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';j'r B 
Milton 

In furtherance of my commitment to 
provide leadership in the effort to obtain equa l 
rights for all persons in Pennsy lvania, I am 
comm itti ng this admin istration to work towa rds 
ending d isc rimination against persons so le ly 
because of their affectional o r sex ual preference. 

Terry Dellmuth, my Specia l Assistant for 
Human Services, and Ba rry Kohn, Director, 
Communi ty Advocate Unit, Pennsylvani a 
Depart ment of Justice, are hereby assigned to 
revi ew and monitor this effort. They will work 
with state agencies and private groups to furth er 
defi ne the problem and make recommendat ions 
for further action. 

State depa rtm ents and agencies are 
inst ructed to fully cooperate with them in the 
effort to end this type of disc rimin a tion . 

'. '' , OJ I, 

1975-5 
/7 

~I4f'!J/" 
J. Sh ve rn oSr 

I 
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Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

GO VERNOR'S OF FICE 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 

"UlI 'LeT II " '\11:" 

Expansion of Commitment Toward Equal Rights 1975-5 

ll A ! L OISfI'IBUTIOt. 

n " ."""~k As Amended 
B February 11, 1976 !iJ. p, ernor 
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Commitment Toward Equal _ Rights 

In furtherance of my commitment to provide leadership in the effort to obtain equa l rights fo r 
all persons in Pennsy lvani a, this administration is committed to wor k towards end in g discrimin ati on 
aga inst persons sole ly because of their affectional or sex ual prefe ren ce. 

Establishment of a Council for Sexual Minorities 

To further th is commitment, th ere is hereby esta blished th e Pennsylvania Counci l for Sexual 
Minori ties. 

1. Com position of Council. 

a. The Counc il for Sexua l Minorities shall be composed of not more than thirty-five 
members appointed by the Governor as follows : one representative each from the Depa rtm ents of 
Ju st ice, Health, Welfare, and Education, the Pennsylvania State Police, the Office of Administration, 
the Pennsy lvania Commission fo r Women, and the Pennsyl vania Human Relations Commission; and 
representatives of the genera l public . 

b. The Governor sha ll des ignate one member as '-Chairperson of the Council. 

c. Members of the Council shall serve for terms of one o r two yea rs as the Governor 
shal l designate. The Governor shall fi ll any vaca ncies which may occur. 

d. Members of the Council fro m the general public shall serve w ith out salary but shall 
be reimbu rsed for necessary expenses incurred wh ile attending officia l Council meetings and performing 
other off icial functio ns as the Cha irperso n, with the wr itten app roval of the Governor's Office, shall 
prescribe. 

2. Functions. 

a. The Coun ci l sha ll study prob lems of sexual minorities and make recommendations to 
th e Governo r as to po li cy and legislative changes needed to furth er the goal of obtaining equal ri ghts 
for al l perso ns. 

b. The Counci l shall work w ith state agencies to end d isc ri minatio n aga inst pe rsons solely 
on the basis of th eir affectional or sexua l preference. 

c. The Counc il sha ll work to ed ucate state personn e l and the pub li c in general about 
proble ms and issues affecting sexual minorities. 

Replaces version dated 
February 11, 1975 
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d. The Council is authorized to receive complaints from persons claiming that they have 
been discriminated against on the basis of sexual or affectional preference for the purpose of referring ~ 
such complaints to an appropriate place for resolution, where possible.' 

e. The Council shall adopt rules of procedures consistent with the provisions of this 
Executive Order. 

f. The Council shall convene for meetings or hearings at the call of its Chairperson. A 
majority of appointed members shall constitute a quorum for the purpose of conducting the business 
of the Council. A vote of the majority of members present shall be sufficient for all actions of 
the Council. 

g. The Council shall issue an annual report to the Governor. 

3. Duties of Agencies Under the Governor's Jurisdiction. 

Agencies under the Governor's jurisdiction are hereby directed to cooperate with the 
Pennsylvania Council for Sexual Minorities and to supply the Council with information requested in 
order that goals of this Executive Order may be realized. 
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Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
GOVERNOR'S OFFICE 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 

SU!lJ .. .: r HlJMBLA 

Commitment Toward Equal Rights . 1975-5 

DATl 

As Amended 
September 19, 1978 

DIS rlOtllUTIO/ol 

B 

============================~==============~==================~===~ 

In continuing the Commonwealth's 
commitment to provide leadership in the effort 
to obtain equal rights for all persons in 
P~:-;nsy!vania, this Administration is committed to 
working towards ending discrimination against 
persons because of their sexual or affectional 
orientation. There shall be no discrimination by 
any Commonwealth department, board, 
commission or other official entity under the 
Governor's jurisdiction, Qr any represent:tive 
tHereof, because of sexual or affectlonal 
Ofl~ntatlon in any matter of hiring or. 
employment [housing, credit, contracting, 
provisions of services, or any other matter 
whatsoe\ier.JNothing, however, in this Order shall 
be construed to require any review or statistical 
analyses of the compositior' of the work force 
or other class of persons affected hereby. 

To further this commitment there is hereby 
established the Pennsylvania Council for Sexual 
Minorities (Council). 

1. Composition of Council. 

:l The Council shall be composed of not 
more than thirty-seven members. The Attorney 
General, the Secretaries of the Departments of 
Health, Labor and Industry, Public Welfare, and 
Education, the State Police Commissioner, the 
Secretary of Administration, the Commissioner of 
Corrections, the Executive Directors of the 
Pennsylvania Human Relations Commission and 
the Governor's Council for Drug and Alcohol 
Abuse, and the Director of the Commission for 
Women, or a representative designated by them, 
shall serve as ex officio members. The remaining 
members shall be appointed by the Governor 
from the general public. 

b. The Governor shall designate one 
member as Chairperson of the Council 

c. Members of the Cuuncil shaH serve fur 
terms of one or two years as the Governor shall 
designate. The Governor shall fill any vacancies 
which may occur. 

d. Members of the Council from the 
general public will serve without salary b~t shall 
be . reimbursed for necessary expenses incurred 
wh ile attending official Council meetings and 
performing other official·' functions as the­
Chairperson, with the approval of the Governor's 
Office, shafl prescribe. 

2. Functions. 

a. The Council shall study problems of 
sexual minorities and make recommendations to 
the Governor as to policy, program, and 
legislative changes needed to further the goal of 
oht~i,,:nr .. eOllal rights for all op.rsons. 

b. The Council shall vl/ork with state 
agencies to end discrimination against state 
employes, clients, the general public, and 

( employes of firms which contract with the 
Commonwealth)solely on ,the basis of their sexual 
or affectionaf orientation. 

c. The Council shall work to e.ducate state 
personnel and the puolic in general concerning 
problems and issues affecting sexual minorities. 
The Council shall outline plans for educating state 
employes concerning the problems of sexual 
minorities, review these plans with appropriate 
agency officials, develop timetables for their 
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implementation, provide qualified speakers for 
any educational seminars it shall organize, and 
evaluate the results of its programs. 

d. The Council is authorized to receive 
complaints -from persons claiming that they have 
been the victims of discrimination for their sexual 
or affectional orientation. Where feasible, such 
complaints shall be referred to- the appropriate 
agency for resolution. The Council shall compile 
a record of complaints received and their 
disposition. Agencies receiving such complaints 
directly will inform the Council of their nature 
and disposition. 

e. The Council shall adopt rules of 
proccdu res ccn$istent with the prov:~ions of thh: 
Order. Such rules shall, where appropriate, 
provide safeguards for the confidentiality of 
complainants. 

f. The Council shall convene for'meetings 
or hearings at the call of its Chairperson. A 
majority of appointed members shall constitute 
a quorum for the purpose of conducting the 
business of the Council. A vote of the majority 
of members present shall be sufficient for all 
actions of the Council. 

g. The Council shall issue an annual report 
to the Governor and general pUblic. 

3. Duties of Agencies Under the Governor's 
jurisdiction-

Agencies under the Governor's jurisdiction 
are hereby directed to cooperate with the 
Pennsylvania Council for Sexual Minorities, to 
supply the Council with direct assistance and 
information requested in order that the goals of 
this Order may be realized, and to work with the 
Council to educate agency employes on the 
problems of sexual minorities. I n addition, those 
agencies and departments not otherwise 
represented on the Council shall send a 
representative to Council meetings when so 
requested by the Chairperson. 
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