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. as ‘stroller’ comes calling

L.A. turns thumbs down on nudity

Bob Opel, who streaked the Acad-
emy Awards earlier this year. did

- the same to the Los Angeles City
Council on July 11 as it was debat-
ing a total ban on public nudity in
the city.

“Is that what you want? Is that
what you want?" screamed a wo-
man in the jam-packed chambers.
Most of the audience, perhaps as
many as 80 or 90 per cent, seemed
to be anti-nudity. But that didn’t
prevent many of them from bring-
ing young children to the nudity de-
bate.

“If I had any doubts or reserva-
tions,” said Councilman Bob Far-
rell after two police officers escorted
Opel out of the chambers, “‘the
point’s been made for me.™

Opel, an ADVOCATE contribut-
ing photographer, came on the
scene after the council had rejected
by a 9-4 vote an ordinance to ban
nudity in Los Angeles except at spe-
cially designated areas.

As Opel appeared, the council
was in the midst of debating a total
nudity ban. The audience gasped as
the nude figure calmly walked over
to Los Angeles Police Chief Ed
Davis and City Atty. Burt Pines.

Opel then raised both hands in a
victory sign as two officers pulled
him away. Davis disputed Opel's
streak. He called it a “stroll.”

The council then voted 12-1 to
ban public nudity all over Los An-

‘geles. Only the dissenting vote of

Councilman David Cunningham
prevented the ban from being
passed immediately,

A city ordinance needs a unani-
mous vote to win the first time
around, so the matter requires still
another vote.

Week’s Grace

Nude sunbathers at Venice
Beach, where the nudity controversy
started, would have at least another
week in the raw, then, before the law
is passed and the police start crack-
ing down.

Opel, who managed to escape the
police when he streaked the Aca-
demy Awards, will probably be
charged with indecent exposure and
disrupting a public meeting.

Nude sunbathing had been going
on at Venice Beach without any
problems since last September—by
both gay and straight people. But
when television news cameras ex-
posed the practice, Chief Davis
urged a local nudity ban because
state law didn't prohibit it.

Two weeks previously, the council
had voted 9-4 for a conditional ban
on nudity, but heavy public pressure
caused an exact reversal of the vote
on July 11.

Public interest in nudity was so
great by July 11 that police officers

had to bar the entrance to the City
Council's chambers after the maxi-
mum of 380 persons were let inside
and at least another 200 gathered
noisily outside.

The council’s debate on nudity
was piped over loudspeakers into
another room to handle the overflow
crowd.

Other Issues

*I've never received more concern
on any one issue than this one.”
noted Councilman Wachs, who said
citizens also have a moral responsi-
bility to speak up on other more im-
portant issues. *‘When an issue like
murder comes up, I get two cards,”
he added. Councilmen have been
besieged by letters and phone calls
opposing nude sunbathing.

Councilman Ed Edelman had op-
posed any ban on nudity, with or
without conditions, because he con-
tends state law and the courts al-
ready permit nudity arrests any-
where public except secluded areas.

But when Pines refuted that con-
tention, Edelman conceded and
voted for the total nudity ban.

The surprise was Councilman
Cunningham, the lone dissenter. He
said he would consider “‘a law ban-
ning guns that kill people. T don't
know of any nudity that killed any-
one. Why can't we rule out drugs.
prostitution, crimes that really af-
fect the citizens of this city?
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. No Crime

“I'm a moralist too. I'm also
quite concerned. But I'm not in-
terested in making something crimi-
nal that isn’t a crime,” he said.

At one point, he challenged Davis
on the issue of nudity and streaking,
pointing out that the police didn't
arrest any of the streakers who did
their thing in a black section of Los
Angeles during a University of
Southern California parade.

But the sentiment of Councilman
Donald Lorenzen, who introduced
the total nudity ban, prevailed.
Answering Cunningham’s remarks,
he said: *'I don't think that the drug

problem is as exposed as a nude
body.™












