THE INDIANAPOLIS STAR

“Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is Liberty” Il Cor. 3:17

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2002

WWW.INDYSTAR.COM

Nation/World

s FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2002 AT

Most of us are the marrying kind, census says

H Report says 9 in 10 Americans will wed at least once;
education levels are tied to marital likelihood, success.

By Genaro C. Armas
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The more edu-
cated you are, the more likely you
are to marry.

Among younger men, having an
older wife is becoming more com-
mon,

And while half of first marriages
end in divorce, nine of 10 Ameri-
cans are expected to say “I do” at
least once in their lives, a Census
Bureau report released Thursday
shows.

The report, from a 1996 survey,
provides “comprehensive, histori-
cally rich data”™ on marriage and

divorce, said University of Michi-
gan sociologist Pamela Smock. In
the main, she said, “it confirms
things that many American people
are aware of."

Among the long-held trends re-
inforced in the census report:

B While divorce has become
more common, so has the tenden-
cy for divorcees to remarry. First
marriages that end in divorce typi-
cally last about eight years.

M Younger generations of Ameri-
cans are delaying marriage until
later in life.

“People no longer feel they have
to rush down the aisle,” said Mar-

shall Miller, co-founder of the Bos-
ton-based Alternatives to Marriage
Project. “The earlier people are
married, the more likely they are
to get divorced.”

Which partly explains why more
educated people tend to stay mar-
ried, Miller said, His rationale:
they are more mature when they
tie the knot, and presumably have
spent more time courting their fu-
fure spouse.

In the fall of 1996, 92 out of
1,000 never-married men ages 25
to 44 with a bachelor's degree got
married within a year, compared
with 59 out of 1,000 men of the
same age with just a high school
degree.

And, among never-married

women ages 25 to 44 with a col-
lege degree, 15 out of 1,000 di-
vorced within a year, compared
with 30 out of 1,000 women with
just a high sechool diploma.

Long-held stereotypes of family
makeup are slowly dissolving, said
David Popence of the National
Marriage Project, a think tank at
Rutgers University. The group
studies marriage trends and ways
of strengthening marriage, he said.

“In the past, guys would look for
a stay-at-home housewife,” he
said. “Young guys today are look-
ing for someone with some money
— and that requires an educa-
tion.”

Roughly nine out of 10 Ameri-
cans are expected to marry in their

lifetime, the report projected. While
still high, it's a change from the
1950s. when everyone was ex-
pected to get married, said Thom-
as Coleman, executive director of
the Los Angeles-based American
Assaciation of Single People.

Other highlights:

B About 38 percent of women in
their first marriage, who married
between 1945 and 1964, were the
same age or older than their hus-
bands, compared with 48 percent
of once-married women who' tied
the knot between 1970 and 1989.

B About 50 percent of first mar-
riages for men under age 45 may
end in divorce. compared with
roughly 47 percent for women in
the same age group. :
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Census Bureau: 90%
to marry at least once

TYING AND UNTYINIG THE KNOT

More than 90 percent of Americaares: =re expected to be married at
least once in their lives, but more EFw»=umn half first time marriages end
in divorce. Within three years, half «& #hose divorcees are remarried.

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
more educated you are, the more
likely you are to marry.

Among younger men, having
an older wife is becoming more
common.

And while half of first mar-
riages end in divorce, nine of 10
Americans are expected to say
“I do” at least once in their
lives, a Census Bureau report re-
leased Thursday shows.

The report, from a 1996 survey,
provides “comprehensive, his-
torically rich data” on marriage
and divorce, said University of
Michigan sociologist Pamela
Smock. In the main, she said, “it
confirms things that many Amer-
ican people are aware of.”

Among the long-held trends
reinforced in the census report:

v While divorce has become
more common, so has the ten-
dency for divorcees to remarry.
First marriages that end in di-
vorce typically last about 8 years.

v Younger generations of
Americans are delaying mar-
riage until later in life.

“People no longer feel they
have to rush down the aisle,”
said Marshall Miller, co-founder
of the Boston-based Alterna-

tives to Marriage Project. “The
earlier people are married, the
more likely they are to get di-
vorced.”

Which partly explains why
more-educated people tend to
stay married, Miller said. His ra-
tionale: they are more mature
when they tie the knot, and pre-
sumably have spent more time
courting their future spouse.

In the fall of 1996, 92 out of
1,000 never-married men age 25
to 44 with a bachelor’s degree
got married within that past
year, compared with 59 out of
1,000 men of the same age with
just a high school degree.

And women who graduated
from college were less likely to
divorce in the previous year than
those who just had a high school
education.

Roughly 9 out of 10 Ameri-
cans were expected to marry in
their lifetime, the report pro-
jected.

While still high, it's a change
from the 1950s, when everyone
was expected to get married,
said Thomas Coleman, executive
director of the Los Angeles-
based American Association of
Single People.

Married two or more times Divorced
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SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau
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The more educated a person is,

VX F st

-

the more likely to get married -

Census study also shows
that younger people
are delaying marriage

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The more
educated you are, the more likely
you are to marry.

Among younger men, having an
older wife is becoming more com-
mon.

And though half of first mar-
riages end in divorce, nine of 10
Americans are expected to say “I
do” at least once in their lives, a
Census Bureau report released
yesterday shows.

The report, from a 1996 survey,
provides “comprehensive, histori-
cally rich data” on marriage and di-
vorce, said University of Michigan
sociologist Pamela Smock. In the
main, she said, “it confirms things
that many American people are
aware of.”

The report also comes as the
Bush administration weighs how

to change the 1996 welfare over-
haul, which must be renewed this
year. President Bush's 2003 budget
proposal included $100 million for
experimental programs aimed at
encouraging women on welfare to
get married.

Among the long-held trends re-
inforeed in the census report:

m While divorce has become
more common, so has the tend-
ency for divorcees to remarry. First
marriages that end in divorce typi-
cally last about eight years.

®m Younger generations of

-Americans are delaying marriage

until later in life.

“People no longer feel they have
to rush down the aisle,” said Mar-
shall Miller, a co-founder of Alter-
natives to Marriage Project, which
is based in Boston. “The earlier
people are married, the more likely
they are to get divorced.”

Which partly explains why
more educated people tend to stay
married, Miller said. His rationale:
They are more mature when they
tie the knot and presumably have
spent more time courting their fu-
ture spouse.

In the fall of 1996, 92 out of 1 000
never-married men ages 25 to 44.
with a bachelor’s degree got mar-
ried within a year, compared wit.h
59 out of 1,000 men of the same age
with just a high school diploma.
And women who graduated from
college were less likely to divorce in
the previous year than those who,
just had a high school education. -,

Long-held stereotypes of family:
makeup are slowly dissolving, said
David Popenoe of the National
Marriage Project, a think tank at-
Rutgers University. The group.
studies marriage trends and ways
of strengthening marriage, he said..

“In the past, guys would look for
a stay-at-home housewife,” he
said. “Young guys today are look-'
ing for someone with some mom.‘{
— and that requires an education.

Roughly nine out of 10 Ameri-
cans were expected to marry in
their lifetime, the report projected, .
While still high, it's a change frmg
the 19508, when everyone was ex-
pected to get married, sa.ig
Thomas Coleman, executive direc
tor of the American Association
;Saingle People, based in Los Angt
es.
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Marriage rate rises with e=«ducation

Latest census
gives ‘rich data’
on splits, splices

By Genaro C. Armas
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The more
educated you are, the more likely
you are to marry. Among youn-
ger men, having an older wife is
becoming more common. And
while half of first marriages end
in divorce, nine of 10 Americans
are expected to say “I do” at least
once in their lives, according to a
Census Bureau report released
yesterday.

The report, from a 1996 sur-
vey, provides “comprehensive,
historically rich data” on mar-
riage and divorcee, said sociolo-
gist Pamela Smock of the Univer-
sity of Michigan. In the main,
she said, “it confirms things that
many American people are
aware of.”

The report was released as
the Bush administration weighs
how to change the 1996 welfare
law, which must be renewed this
year. President Bush’s 2003 bud-
get proposal included $100 mil-
lion for experimental programs
intended to encourage women

on welfare to get married.

Among the long-held trends
reinforced in the census report:

W While divorce has bécome
more common, so has the ten-
dency for divorced people to re-
marry. First marriages that end
in divorce typically
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| About 50
pereent of first mar-
riages for men under age 45 end
in divorce, compared with
roughly 47 percent for women in
the same age group.

W Younger Americans are de-
laying marriage until later in life.

“People no longer feel they
have to rush down the aisle,”
said Marshall Miller, cofounder
of the Alternatives to Marriage
Project, a group based in Boston

projected.
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ily makeup are slowly diss=sasa—ilSv-ammg,
said David Popenoe, of E=Sme— INa-
tional Marriage Project, === —®Emamk
tank at Rutgers Univers=asae—se— ~H he
group studies marriage= ‘Ez=re—w=ds
and ways of strengtheniceswyes-— mesnar-
riage, he said.

“In the past, guys wossssslleri Baa»ok
for a stay-at-home hom=——mme——v—=fie,”

he said. “Young guys today are
looking for someone with some
money, and that requires an edu- -
cation.”

Roughly 9 out of 10 Ameri-
cans are expected to marry in
their lifetime, the report project-
ed. '
While still high, it's a change
from the 1950s, when everyone
was expected to get married,
said Thomas Coleman, executive
director of the Los Angeles-
based American Association of
Single People.

A study released earlier this
week by the Brookings Institu-
tion, a think tank in Washington,
also noted that suburban neigh-
borhoods are no longer dominat-
ed by “married-with-children”
families.

Twenty-nine percent of sub-
urban households were “non-
family” — singles or elderly peo-
ple living alone, for instance —
while 27 percent were made up
of married couples with chil-
dren

“Elected officials and corpo-
rate CEOs need to pay more at-
tention to the wants and needs
of unmarried Americans, espe-
cially since this constituency
keeps growing,” Coleman said.

N e R R R e e o o e e R R R AR R AR RN AR




