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AASP stands up for rights of singles 
At the end of a recent Tri-Cities 

event, a married woman in my party 
surveyed the room, scrutinizing the 
crowd. and remarked , "Well, there cer­
tainly are a lot of unescorted women 
here." Because that night I was with a 
gentl eman friend, she no doubt fe lt 
safe in commenting on the women 
alone. 

What I was thinking, however, was 
that at most events, I. too, am one of 
those "unescorted wome n." What do 
married women expect those of us 
witho ut a resident escort to do? Stay at 
home the rest of our lives? 

Perhaps married women, such as 
the woman I was with, are just lucky to 
have that full-time escort, they have 
extraordinary forbearance or perhaps 
they are doormats, the li ke ly distin­
gu ishab le traits separating the mar­
ried and the unescorted. 

Many women, however, simply nev­
er fo und the right guy. Many thought 
they'd found Mr. Right, but he turned 
out to be Mr. Wrong. Woman also out­
live men. 

At any rate, many women unwilli ng 
to be walked over ar likewise unwi ll ­
ing to stay tucked away until the obli­
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gatory escort comes 
along to put them in 
the light of society's 
approving eye. 

1\1'0 days after the 
comment on "un­
escorted women," 
whi le I was still 
seeth ing over the 
marital status slur, a 
large white envelope 
arrived in my mail 
with this return ad­
dress: American As­
soc iation for Single 

65756, Los Angles, CA 

Serendipity, no doubt, if not provi­
dence. 

This organization AASP seeks to do 
for singles what AARP has done for se­
nior citizens - promote the well-being 
and civi l rights of a group of adults by 
giving vo ice to a previously umeprp­
sen ted constituenc . 

Until AASP, no nationa l organiza­
tion had made marital status discrimi­
natio n and the rights of si ngle people 
its top priority. But now AASP files le­
ga l briefs in important test cases. It 
works with the media to change public 
op inions. It provides testimony when 
legis lators need information about 
marita l status discrimination and ad­
vice to elected officials and corporate 
and leaders about the needs of sin­
gles . 

In Tenn~ssee, 40.8% of the popula­
tion is unmarri ed. Eighty million un­
married ad ults live in the United 
States. 

Despite these large numbers, soci­
ety continues to stigmatize people who 
are unmarri ed. Single adults are 
viewed with suspicion and cons idered 
se lfish. Divorced people are thought of 
as fai lures and persons of weak char­
acter. Coup les who choose domestic 
partnership rather than marriage are 
frowned upon. Single parents are con­
sidered handicapped. 

Years ago in Johnson City, for exam­
ple, when I became a single mother, 
the mother of my older daughter's best 
fri end no longer allowed her daughter 
to play with my daughter. 

When benefit compensation is con­
sidered, singles are paid roughly 250/. 
less than married workers. Many land 
lords discriminate aga inst singles. 
Most insurance companies lump the 
unmarried into one high risk category 
and charge higher premiums, stereo­
typ ing singles rather than considering 
individual lifestyles. Credit discrimi­
nation still exists. 

Mainly, marital status discrimi na­
tion contributes to the notion that a 
person must be marri ed to be com­
plete. 

Yet a person does not have to be 
married to be a successful and con­
tributing member of society and. cer­
tainly, not to be happy. What's more, 
se lf-worth does not hinge on martia l 
status. 

Marital status, consequently, should 
not hamper civil rights. Nor should re­
spec t and dignity be withheld from the 
unmarried. And the unescorted should 
be welcomed. 

Any ad ult may become a member of 
AASP by making a tax-deductible con­
trib ution of $10 or more . Knowing the 
social pressure for everyone to marry, 
AASP promotes freedom of choice of 
individuals in the ir pursuit of happi ­
ness , and that means go ing out to 
Ti'i -C ities events unescorted. 

Nellie McNeil is a Kingsport resid."t. 

Join AASP 

The American Association for Single 
People is a nonprofit and nonpartisan 
association promoting equal rights for 
unmarried adults, couples, parents, 
and families. 

AASP is the only national organi­
zation which makes ending marital 
status discrimination its top priority. 

We are a national voice for unmarried 
workers, consumers, taxpayers, and 
voters. 

UnmarriedAmerica.com - our website 
- is the most authoritative source of 
information fo r and about single peo­
ple on the Internet. 

Count me in. Enclosed is my tax­
deductible donation of: 
[ ]$10 [ ]$25 [ ]$50 [ ]$_ 

Name __________________ __ 

Address ___ ______ _ 

City ______ _____ _ 

State ___ Zip Code ___ _ 
Phone _____ ____ _ 

e-mail ___________ _ 

Mail t o AAS P 
415 E . Harvard ST STE 204 
Glendale, CA 9 1 205 


