
• ALL IN THE SO-CALLED FAMILY 
Sonl!. POLICY 

T
he spreading deba te over orrer· 
ing employee be nefits to unmar­
r ie d cou pl es h as tak e n <.111 

imc rcSling lll r n , pulled bo th by 
the dri ve fo r gay righ LS and by th e g rowing 
po li ti ca l press ures to bo ls ler th e tra­
d it ion al fmn ily. 

Last m o nth , Massac hu sc LLS' ac tin g 
Rep u b li c lll gove rn o r , P,nd Ce llu cc i, 
vCLOcd legisla tio n th a L would h ave pro­
vided d o mes ti c panncrsh ip be nefits to 
c il )' of Bos to n e mpl oyees. Th o u g h 
Bos to n Mayof Tho m as M. Menin o qui ck­
I)' sig ned an executive o rder inst ituting 
lhp benefi ts plan-expec ted to evc IlLU:a l· 
Iy he lp a mere 30 to 50 cit)' wo rkcrs­
Cell ucci ' s opposit io n hig hlights a n ew 
twist in th e de ba te ove r t h e be nefits 
plans [o r un married cou p les tha t tnun ic-

PAUL CELLUCCI : He says it's 
OK to offer employee benefits to 
gays, but not to heterosexuals, 
for their live-in lovers. 

ip a l i li es and co m pa ni cs arou n d the 
counlry have been p Ulling illlo p lace. 

Me llin o lOld T he BoSlolI Clobi' h e was 
caught "tO ta lly by surprisc" by the gove r­
no r 's vcto. I-Ie wasn 't a lo n e. Ce llu cc i , 
after all , h ad lo ng bee n co n si d e re d a 
stro ng ad voca te fo r gay righ ts, which has 
bee n id e n tified wilh th e move me nt to 
provide mar riage-li ke be ne fits to sa me­
sex co u p les. wh o a re n 't pe r mi lled LO 

ma rry. Former Gov, Willi am Weld, 
who m Cellucci served as li c utc na nt gov­
e rn o r , had a gay chi ef o f slaff and imple­
me llt ed several fi rs t-in-lhe-natio ll initi a­
ti ves supporting gay rig ht s. Wh,lt , th e n , 
cou ld be th e p ro blem ? 

It had noth ing to do with ga)' r ig hts, 
Ce llu cc i ex pl a in ed. I n fac t , Ce llu cc i 
wro te in a Jun e 22 Icner to the /Jos l oll 

Herald, '" be lieve tha t same-sex cou p les 
shou ld h ave access to th e hea lt h cal'e 
bene fits .... I would suppo rt a [bill ] that 
ex te nds those be nefits to sa me-sex cou' 
p ies o llly." Th e p roblt: m , h e we nl o n , 
wasn ' t sa me-sex couples, bu t rather un­
malTied he te rosex ual couples. -Ex te nd ­
ing those bene fi ts to ull lllaJTied cou ples 
underm ines stro ng marriages a nd leads 
to o ur c hil d re n grow in g up with o ut 
fa thers, ,. Cellucci sa id a t it p ress confe r­
e nce aft c r his vetO. 

Th e silU <l ti o n in Bosto n mirro rs the 
deba tes-lillie no ticed-th iH have arisen 
in m unicipalities a lld busi nesses across 
the n'ltio n . Last yea r, both Oa khll1d and 
San ta Ba rbara, Calir. , t ri ed to implement 
domestic p~l rulersh i p p lans for sa me-sex 
cou p les. o n ly to ex pa nd the pr0K!:~s 
la ter to in cl ude he terosex uals as well. In 
cach case, c it)' <lu.o rn c}'s i'cnred scx-d is­
c rimi nat ion lawsu its. A p ro posed p lan in 
Milwa ukee fe ll apart last year whe n ci ty 
a lde rme n dec ided th at unm arried het­
e rosex ua ls wo uld have to be ill cl uded, 
And in Chicago , wh ich instituted a sam c­
sex-ollly p lan in March 1997, an tagonis­
ti c cit)' cou nci lo rs ex hortcd unm a rried 
he lc roscx uals to cha llc nge th e pIal! on 
sex-d iscr im in .llio n g rOl lllds. 

By SHAWN ZELLER 

Altogethe r, at least 34 municipalities. 
spa nni ng the coul1u-y fro m New York to 
Dc tro it to Los Angeles, now o fTcr health 
ca rc bc ne fits 10 d o mesLic part llers, whal­
eve r th ei r sc x ua l or ie n ta ti o n. At leas t 
seve n o th e rs, in c ludi ng Ba l t im o re , 
C hi cago, De n ve r , New O rl e a ns a nd 
Phi lad e lphi a, havc stuck wi lh same-scx­
o n I)' plans. 

In Boston , gay-rig hts advocales cas ti­
g.llcd Ce llu cc i for what Sca n Ca h ill , 
cha irm an of th e sta te's Lesbian and Gay 
Po liti ca l All ian ce, call e d :In "a n t.i -gay'· 
VCIO . Afte r all , h e argued in an in te rview, 
"thc vas t majori ty of those who will bene­
fit [from ~ I enino's executive o rder] will 
bc gil)'." 

Bill n o t neccssaril )!. Th e majo r ity o f 
Boston 's 197 registe red d o mestic partner­
s hi ps-incl ud ing th ose wh o curre ntl y 
work fO l' the ci t)' and arc a fl'cc lcd by the 
initia tive-are he te rosexual. T hat is true 
in o lhe r munici palit ies as we ll . New Yo rk 
Cit)' o ffic ials, for exampl e, es timat e that 
55 percen t o f the Big Apple's registered 
partners are helCrosexual. 

Ca hi ll acknowledged tha t the deba te 
ove r ", he thel' 1.0 ill cl ude th ese u n m a r­
r ied he terosex uals in d o mes tic pa rtn e r­
ship plans has frustrated th c ga), co mlllu­
nit)'. Th e bill , as ini t ia lly p roposed, was a 
gay-only plan , bu t il was condelll ll ed b)f 

som e Bos to n ci l)' counc ilo rs for provid­
ing "s pec ia l r ig hts" to gays, E.xte nding 
thc bill to hetcrosex ual couples. howev­
er. woun d u p ki lli ng it. 

T h e Hum a n Rig h ts Cam pa ign, th e 
na tio n's largest gay-r ig hls g ro u p. hasn ' t 
take n a posit.io n o n benefit.s fo r unmar­
r ied he le rosex ua ls. But, sa id Kim i\rl ill s, 
edl lGllio ll di recto r with the Wash inglOn-



Issues & Ideas 
ha~t' d g-:\y- ri g- ill s g-ro np . "we Ih ink ;\ bw 
l :l i lort, cI 10 f pro\'idillg-1jll s l sa m e-sex 
[bcnditsl is rkf(, lI sible. - BL'cause gay CO II­

pies com ' , k ga lly Illarry. shL' explai ned. 
Ih ey h:lvc no Ol l ll'l' \\':Iy to sentl'C bene fil.s 
fo r th e ir paI'lIWr,"-II11lik l' h CW f OS('XII:11 

couples. who G il l wa lk 10 th e a l1 a l' i f Ih l'}" 
W:\l1I h L' ndils. 

But Ihat pos ition h as pnwo ke d di s­
a g n 'c lll C IiI. 0 11 lega l :1ud prin c ipll'd 
g- ro llllci s. "O ld-tilllt' rs ill Ih e g ay-rig hts 
mon: l1l L' llI kllo\\' Ih a[ illeltl sin.' plans arl' 
lil t, o lil y W;IY t o g il, " s:lid al lor n ey 
Thomas Cole lllall . !Ill' foulld e r of die 
Los :\ngt.' I(·s-bast'd Spectrulll In Sli t1lte. 
,dli c h l o hhil' !'O for d OIllL'Sl ic -bcll cfi ts 
p bll !' thai d Oll" dis lil1g'ui sh by sl-'x tlai 
o ril' l1 lal i o li . L' IlIll :lrrit'ci h ('l e r OSl:xtla l 

cou ples. he COllll' lld c.'(1. lIlay han: gond 
reaso ns 1101 10 \'"l'(!. whetlll"r ii' s elderly 
pc.'ople who r is k Ithing Socia l Sec llril Y 
hc. ' IH.' lil s :Ill d slIr\"i'"o rs' pl'lIsio li s o r hei rs 
\\"Iw sland 10 In:,l' a ll inherita nce if" th l' ir 
partlHT die!' wilhOltl a \\"ill. 

Co leman 's argul11etll :, h :I\"{.' ""on on.' r 
the AIIll'rican A. ... stKiatiulI of Re tired Per· 
SO il :' :Illd ti ll" r\ :l tioll: t1 O rganization fo r 
\\'Ol11ell, :Hld he's 111)\\' ;l1 tl' lIIptillg to org-a· 
nizl' an info rlllal l()hh~'il1g alliance wi lli 
tile.' A III t'l'i c:1I I el"il Libe l'lies C llio ll an d 
th e :\:llional Ga" and Lt:'sb ial l Task Force, 
COle l11 ;111 IIsed his COlIl l' ntioll thai salll c,,' · 
st::x~)tlly pbns slllack of sex dIS(Tl mill :ll iOl I 
ill pl'rsuadillg city allorne~'s in Oakland 
and Sallla Barbara 111 :11 their origi nal 
plans were conslit lltiOl lally fl a\\'ed, 

These d:lYs, he 's ass isting Paul Foray, 
;1 i':l.'\" J c rsey cable s pl icer who's sui ng 
Bel l At la nti c-hi s e mpl oye r 1'0 1' 28 
yea rs-because the cO l11pa n ~' wo n ' t pro· 
"ide be ne fit s fo r a woman he has IOll g 
lived ,,'ilb , Be ll Allantic has a Sil me·sex· 
o nly dOllles ti c partn e rship plan, \\'hic h 
Fo ray claims di scr iminates agai ns t him 
beca use he's iI man , Th e co m pan), has 
asked a federal judge in New York Slate 
10 dismiss the lawsu iL 

Th e drive to ill clude h e terosex ual 
co uples in d o m es tic-partn e rship plan s 
h ;\.s ,'a rio us sou rces, Some <teil'ocarcs co n· 
cede th a t th e), see i t as a s te p in th e 
d irect ion o f tllli vcl-sa l health ca re, 

Some other aek ocatcs invoke prin c i· 
p ies o r pe rsonal frced o m , Do ria n Solo t 
a lld ~ I arsha ll Mill e r, co·fo unders of th e 
Alte rnat ives to ~' I ;u riage Project, whic h 
is based ill Sharo n , Mass" have arg ued 
tha t Am e ri ca ns n eed to ex pand th e ir 
definition o f ramili es to include pcople 
who d ecid e thal marriage isn't fo r the m, 
"Co·hah itati on is beco min g a life tim e 
dec isio n for lots o f peo pl e, a n d m o re 

2182 N AT I O N ,\L J OL R NA L !l /l !J / !JS 

anel more a rc..' c h oos in g- 10 (O· h ;l hit 
before g"t' ttillg Illarri l.'d.'- Solo l sa id in a n 
i llt ('rvie\\', noting Ce ll s us Burca ll es ti · 
ma tes tha t !Ill' numbe r o f" unmarri ed co· 
hahital1ls ill Ihe Cllitcd Stales has g rmnl 
from ,~~:~, Oll() ill 1970 to :1I111 05 t ..J m illi o n 
ill 19911, I II :In op·ed pi t..'cc: in Th" !30'"/ () /1 

(;(ofJl'. th t' pa ir ripped Ct:' lIucc i's abse llt · 
i';lIh e r cr iti q lle , "T:1rgc lin g ulltllarri ed 
CO llpks doc.'s ll ' t make sellSe if ~ "Oll th ink 

ODD BEDFELLOWS: Kim Mtlls (left) approves of gay· 
only benefIt plans because homosexuals can"t marry, 
Wade Horn wants 10 discourage heterosexuals from 
living In sin, 

abolll il-\,'c.." re co u ples," they \\TOle, 
"Th e re is no absc llt fat h e r." In fac t , 
Solo t added , domesti c parlners \\' h o reg­
iste r in Boslo n must be ~I l least 18 ye;lrs 
o ld , s hare h o u se h o ld ex p e n ses and 
aSS llllle re spolls ibilit), 1'0 1' eac h o th e r' s 
we lbrc-all rcq uirc ine ilis that lIlalTied 
coupl es can sides tc p, 

Blil Cellucci al so has d e fc nde rs, who 
arc a r illed \dth sO llie powerfu l stat islics, 
T he mo d erate Republican govcrn o r ~did 

precise ly th e rig ht thill g,~ sa id Wade F, 
Ho i'll , who he;lds the Ga ilhe rsbu rg, ~Id ,· 

b;.lScd Nati o nal Fath e rh ood Initi al ive, 
Hoi'll ci led a 1993 Urba n Institute stud), 
thai rOll nd that 57 perce llt o r ullwed 
ra th e l'S visil th e ir c llil d a t least weekly 
d uring the first two ),ca rs of lhe ch ild 's 
life, bill onl~ " 25 pe rce nt do so h )' thc 
t illl e Ih e rO llll gs te r is 7 V:? years o ld , 
Bes ides, Ho i'll lI o ted, sludies have shown 
t h at marri ed partn e rs "a re h appi c r , 
h ea lthi e r and wca lLhi el''' t h an th t: i l' 
1I111llarried COlllllcrpans , 

\,"o rk b)' sot: iologists Larry Bumpass at 
th e U nivcrs il ~' of \\' isco nsin ( 7\ ladison ) 
and Linda J. W;li te a t th e University o f 
C hi c ag o ha s esse nti a ll y co n fir m e d 
Ho l'll 's c i:J i illS, U nm arr ied couples arc 
far less likc ly 10 s lay im'o lved ovc r Ihe 
IOllg tenll , regardless o r whe th e r lhcy've 
beco me parc nts , Waitt:: sa id in a n illl c r· 
\'it.'\", She dispul ed cla ims made b}' Cole· 
111 :1 11 of th e Spcc lr lllll In s tiwtc abo lll 

linan cial rl;.'a!'ons fo r a,"oidi ng marriage. 
"~ I os t or lil t., issues sllrrollnding inheri· 
tall ce, Soc ia l Sec u r il }' and survi,'o rs' 
bcnefits ca ll be \,'o rkt.·d out lega ll ~' , H she 
lII ;lilltaineeL "So it is \'t! ry hard to 1ll ,Ike 

a ll argume nt 1'01' incl ud ing he le rosexu;lls 
ill Ihest.: plans, All Ih c}' have to do is gel 
married . " 

Conservat ive criti cs o f making lInm;u"· 

ri e d h e te rosex ual coupl es e lig ible ro r 
e mployee bc nc lils make a large r, politi· 
c a ll y r cso nant. p oi nt. "It ruin s th e 
no tio n o f cOlllmi tlllc lll and weakens the 
ill sl itlili o n o f l1Iarriage," said Slevcn A, 
Schwalm , a c llittlral sllldies analyst at the 
Fa mil ), Resea rc h CO lln c il. The ri s in g 
nllm be r of co·habiling couples suggests 
a ll eroding respect fo r marriage, Ho rn 
add ed , mea nin g "this is pl'cc ise l), t he 
wrong tim e to give benc fits to d o mestic 
partn c rs, I t ta kcs a\\'a ), jus t o ne m o re 
incentive lO gel. lllarried ," 

Fo r Solo t, thoug h , thc e ros io n o f mar· 
riage is a rea lity l.ha t businesses and go\'· 
CI'IIIlI CIHS Illust ge t lI sed to. "This is real· 
ly an issue of equal pa), for equal work,H 
she said , "Soc ie ly sho uldn ' t judge peo· 
pit.: for lhe ir pe rso nal cho ices, It should 
suppo l'lthc m." • 


