flos Anaeles Times

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1990

The Word ‘Family’ Gains New Meaning

® Relationships: California will now sell a certificate to unrelated people recognizing their status as a
household unit. The registration has no tax or legal consequences, but may provide other advantages.

By LAURIE BECKLUND
TIMES STAFF WRITER

- People secking to be recog-
nized as a family unit can now
register with the state of Cali-
fornia under a novel system
that supporters say could ben-
efit thousands of diverse
households, including gay cou-
ples, foster parents and step-
families. ;

For a $10 filing  fee, any
family — traditional or not—ecan
receive an orpate color certifi-
cate bearing a gold state seal
that declares the household an
association called the “Family
of [Doe],” a spokesman for the
.secretary of state’s office said
Wednesday.

The registration, however,
has no known tax or legal
consequences and confers no
automatic benefits beyond the
sentimental, aceording to An-
thony Miller, chief deputy sec-
retary of state.

It may, however, help step-
parents in case of medical
emergencies involving their
children, assist domestic partners in obtain-
ing hospital visiting rights and serve as a
psychological boost to foster children who
may feel keenly the lack of a family identity,
said Thomas F. Coleman, an attorney and
adjunct professar of family diversity at USC
who conceived the idea.

The certificates may also be shown to
health clubs, frequent flier programs, and
insurance companies to help qualify for
“family discounts,” Coleman said.

In registering, families declare themselves
“unincorporated nonprofit associations’ un-
der an existing section of the California
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This Torrance group is registered with the California secretary of state
as a family unit, although it includes two women who are children of
other parents. Beppy and John Reynaert are shown with sons, Brian
and Henry, and Pamela C. Petrou and Kyeong Chang. Beppy Reynaert
says: ““We take care of [the.women] because their parents can't."”

Corporations Code that is now used by such
groups as fraternities, garden clubs, and
homeowners associations.

“A certificate of registration is a tool that
will help families gain recognition and eco-
nomic benefits in addition to the psychologi-
cal benefits and personal self-esteem that
comes. along with social recognition,” said
Coleman, who has served on several govern-
ment task forces on changing family configu-
rations in California and the nation.

While the secretary of state merely keeps
track of the certificates and does not have

any authority to verify family
units, Coleman said families
may use the documents to
establish proof of their rela-
tionships. He suggested that
people keep reduced copies in
their wallets,

Coleman submitted a
lengthy report to Secretary of
State March Fong Eu on the
idea two months ago, Miller
said. After studying the pro-
posal, Eu declared it a “crea-
tive and valid use of existing
law."”

If the idea catches on, Miller
added, it could become a reve-
nue-producer for the state.
The state makes a $5 profit on
each certificate.

Seven families, ranging from
a gay couple in San Diego
County to a foster family in
Torrance have already been
registered.

“This was a chance to some-
how tell the whole world that
we consider ourselves a fami-
ly," said John Brown, 40, of
Silver Lake, who took in three
Guatemala-born boys three
years ago and is now their legal guardian.
Because they are still close to their mother, a
migrant laborer, he has not adopted the boys.
“It's hard for guardian parents because
people think in terms of traditional mother-
father relationships.

Because of changing economie, social and
demographic factors, many children and
adults wind up living in households that
function as a family, but have no papers to
prove it.

Only 15% of the households in the United
States now match the once-standard defini-




Herb King, 72, a consulting in-
“dustrial engineer, and C. Stanley
Mahan, 67, an electronic data pro-
cessing specialist, are a retired gay
couple who built a home together
outside Vista, in San Diego County,
22 years ago.

“] was closeted during my entire
employed career,” said King. “But
I've shared my life with another
man for 32 years. We own property
together. I feel that we should be
legally entitled to whatever per-
quisites and other good things in
life are available to people like me
whose only difference is that they
are of opposite sex and have a
marriage certificate.”

ng said he also believes the

registry will benefit elderly
heterosexual couples who live to-

gether without marrying for fear of

losing Social Security and pension

benefits.

Cathy Howard, 34, an instruc-
tional aide in Victorville, and her
‘husband Pat, 49, also applied for a
certificate for the benefit of her
biological daughter, Shannon Gib-

~ “My daughter has a good rela-
tionship with her dad,” Howard
‘said, “What brought our interest to
this project was that my husband
could not and would not adopt
Shannon because Shannon’s father

even know eac
their names are different.”
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C. Stanley Mahan, left, and Herb King, retired gay couple at the home that they built together near Vista in San Diego County.






