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SAN DIEGO FROM HILLCREST TO NORTH COUNTY 

Oems Host Noted Speakers 
Panel on Domestic Partners, Changing Families 
Wednesday, Sept. 20, 1989 

SAN DIEGO - On Thursday, 
Sept. 28, the San Diego Demo­
cratic Club features two noted 
community leaders speaking on 
"Domestic Partners" and related 
issues of 'The Changing Family." 

Featured are altomeyThomas 
F. Coleman of Los Angeles, a 
nationally recognized authorHy on 
the subject, and Jean Harris, aide 
to San Francisco Board of Super­
visors President Harry Brilt. She is 
a leader in the campaign to pre­
serve the city's Domestic Partners 
Ordinance, which faces a ballot 
repeal. BrIU is the ordinance's prin­
cipal author. 

"This program is of interest to 
singles and groups as well as to 
couples and would-be couples who 
consider themselves as constitut­
ing ahousehold,"says Democratic 
Club Program Co-Chair Herb King. 
'We are so accepting of the status 
quo that we frequently fall to rec­
ognize that we are unfairly being 
deprived of certain rights, privi­
leges, and opportunities simply 
because we may not be part of a 
legally sanctioned marriage or an 
'Ozzie and Harriet' type family." 

Californiahouseholdstodayare 
as differentfromthe "Father Knows 
Best' stereotype as Gay and Les­
bian homes are from commonly­
held homophobic stereotypes. 
Today's households vary widely in 
character and structure. They may 
consist of dual career married 
couples, childless couples, single­
parent families, extended families, 
blended or step families, foster 
families, domestic partners, Inter­
raCial, Inter-religious, and cross­
cuhura/famllies. 

"June Cleaver would never 
recognize today's families, and too 
often, would refuse to accept 
them," KI".91s!aal!2d.~ __ -

Calffornia has long been In the 
forefront In flexibly defining "fam­
Ily." A 1921 state Supreme Court 
decision, reaffirmed a few years 
ago, said 'Family may mean dif­
ferent things under different 
circumstances. The family, for 
Instance, may be a group of people 
related by blood or marriage, or 
not related at all, who are living 
together In the Intimate and mu­
tuallnterdependence of a Single 
home or household.' 

Studies have established that 
the tradfilonal concept of family is 
all but obsolete. The changing 
family may have strong ties, but 
new arrangements. Unmarried 
domestic partners, Gay and non­
Gay, and Including se~lors and 
disabled people sharfng house­
holds, are comnion today. A new 
family may even consist of a single 

. Individual. While all these changes 
have taken place, laws and regu­
lations have been slow to meet the 
new circumstances. 

Some communHles, such as 
Berkeley, have for several years 
had domestic partners ordinances 
granting some rights to non-tradi­
tional households. Last March, the 
Los Angeles City Council passed 
a law giving unmarried cfiy em­
ployees sick leave to care for a 
partner and leave benems ff they 
have filed a 'domestic partnership' 
affidavit, However, these limited 
benefits apply to city employees 
only. 

Another small step toward equal 
consideration was the recent deci­
sion by the Commonwealth of New 
York's supreme court that the 
surviving memberof a 10-yearGay 
relationship is entitled to the right 
to retain the lease on the apart­
ment the two men shared, under 
government rent control guide­
lines. 

The most timely Issue is the 
fate of the Domestic Partners 
Ordinance that was unanimously 
passed by the San Francisco 
Board of Supervisors in May and 
signed by Mayor Art Agnos. This 
law, for the first time, would allow 
unmarried partners, both Gay and 
non-Gay, to register their relation­
ships with a city bureau in much 
the same way that a couple ap­
plies for a marriage license. Other 
rights which may be available 
under this law are not so clear. 

The city-county of San Fran-
- cisco was ready to start register­

ing domestic partners, and people 
were actually lined up, when the 
process was stopped by a group 
of right-wing religious leaders who 
gathered sufficient numbers of 
signatures to put the issue on the 
November ballot. • 

Coleman and Harris will speak 
about the ramifications of the- en­
tire domestic partners and chang­
ing family issue and discuss the 
campaign to stop the repeal ofthe 
San Francisco law. Community 
leaders there are raiSing a cam­
paign budget of $250,000to retain 
the law. 

Coleman is a member of the 
Joint Select Task Force on the 
Changing Family and has served 
as principal consultant on the Los 
Angeles City Task Force on Fam­
ily Diversity. He is an adjunct pro­
fessor at USC Law Center where 
he teaches a course on "Rights of 
Domestic Partners." He has made 
frequent radio and TV appear­
ances as an authority on domestic 
partnerShips, Including an appear­
ance on the· nationally televised 
program "Nightllne" with Ted 
Koppel. 

Harris, in addition to being an 
aide to Brilt, is a long-term political 
activist as well as being a board 
member of Lesbian Agenda for 
Action and chair of the Lesbian 
and Gay Caucus of the Calilornla 
Democratic Party. 

The San Diego Democratic 
Club meeting will be held in Funon 
Hall at Metropolitan Community 
Church of San Diego, 4333 30th 
St. in North Park, on Thursday 
evening, Sept. 28. Doors open at 7 
p.m.; a brief business meeting 
starts at 7:30 p.m.; and the pro­
gram follows. All are welcome and 
there is nocharge, howeverdona­
tions are accepted. 


